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The Ladder of Divine Ascent 

– icon 12th c. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fb/The_Ladder_of_Divine_Ascent.jpg�


Middle English 
Mystics: 

 
• Lesson 
• Meditation 
• Prayer 

Victorines: 
 
 
• Cogitatio 
• Meditatio  
• Contemplatio  



The House of Fame 
God turne us every drem to goode! 
For hyt is wonder, be the roode, 
To my wyt, what causeth swevenes 
Eyther on morwes or on evenes, 
And why th' effect folweth of somme, 
And of somme hit shal never come; 
Why that is an avision 
And why this a revelacion, 
Why this a drem, why that a sweven, 
And noght to every man lyche even; 
Why this a fantome, why these oracles, 
I not; (1-12) 

     May God turn every dream 
to good for us!  

     For to my mind it is a 
wonder, by the cross, what 
causes dreams by night or 
by morning; and why some 
are fulfilled and some not; 
why this one is a vision, 
and this a revelation; why 
this is one kind of dream, 
and that one is another, 
and not the same to 
everyone; why this one is 
an illusion and that one is 
an oracle I know not;  



The House of Fame 

 By abstinence or by 
seknesse (24-26) 

 
 
 

    from abstinence or 
sickness 

       



The House of Fame 
That som man is to curious 
In studye, or melancolyous, 
Or thus so inly ful of drede 
That no man may hym bote 

bede; 
Or elles that devocion 
Of somme, and 

contemplacion 
Causeth suche dremes ofte; 

(29-35)  

as when a man is too 
zealous in study, or 
melancholy, or so full of 
inward fear that no man 
may offer him relief; or 
whether the devoutness 
and meditation of some 
people often causes such 
dreams;  



The House of Fame 

Which these ilke lovers 
   leden 
That hopen over-muche 

or dreden, 
That purely her 

impressions 
Causeth hem avisions; 

(37-40)  

or whether it 
may be that the  
cruel, hard life 
that these lovers 
lead, who hope 
or fear too much, 
so that their 
mere fancies 
cause visions;  



The House of Fame 
Or yf the soule of propre kynde 
Be so parfit, as men fynde, 
That yt forwot that ys to come, 
And that hyt warneth alle and 

some 
Of everych of her aventures 
Be avisions or be figures, 
But that oure flessh ne hath no 

myght 
To understonde hyt aryght, 
For hyt is warned to derkly    

(43-51) 
 

 
 

or whether the soul from its 
proper nature be so perfect, as 
men judge, that it foreknows what 
is to be, and warns one and all of 
each of their risks to come, by 
means of visions or prefigurings, 
but our flesh cannot understand 
these correctly, because the 
warnings are too dark 



“ For now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face: now I 
know in part; but then shall I know 

even as also I am known.” 
 

 Corinthians I,13. (King James Version) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kelmscott Chaucer 
http://user.phil-fak.uni-duesseldorf.de/~holteir/companion/Navigation/Authors/Chaucer/WorksChaucer/HF/pictureshf.html 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/explorer/index.php?oid=82222 - The Kelmscott Chaucer 
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