
The Joining of Heaven & 
Earth 

In Mormon Temples 
& Sacred Texts 



Timeline 
March 1830 Publication of Book of Mormon 
June 1830   Joseph Smith Translation –  
   Book  of Moses 
1832    Vision of 3 Degrees of Glory 
1842    Publication of Book of Abraham 
1842-44   Introduction of temple ceremonies 
   Building of Nauvoo Temple 
June 1844   Death of Joseph Smith 
 



Temples as Mountains of the 
Lord 

Isaiah 2:2-3 – And it shall come to pass in 
the last days, that the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established in the top 
of the mountains… and all nations shall flow 
unto it. And many people shall go and say, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths. 





The Book of 
Mormon 



Book of Mormon 
Jesus Descends –  

Heaven Meets Earth (3 Nephi) 
* Jesus descends with numerous angels at a 
temple location. 
* He performs miracles of healing to create a 
physically whole people (after a heavenly order). 
* His visit initiates a 200+-year era of peace and 
allows the people to become a Zion-like society. 
* This era of peace mirrors the millennial peace 
after his second coming. 



Cosmology of Moses 1 
Vision of Every Particle & 

Inhabitant of the Earth 
Moses 1:27-28 - As the voice was still speaking, 
Moses cast his eyes and beheld the earth, yea, 
even all of it; and there was not a particle of it 
which he did not behold, discerning it by the Spirit 
of God. And he beheld also the inhabitants thereof, 
and there was not a soul which he beheld not; and 
he discerned them by the Spirit of God. 



Cosmology of Moses 1 
Vision of Multiple, Inhabited 

Worlds 
Moses 1:29 -- “many lands, and each land 
was called earth, and there were inhabitants 
on the face thereof.” 



Cosmology of Moses 1 
God’s Grand Purpose 

Moses 1:39 - Behold, this is my work and 
my glory, to bring to pass the eternal life of 
man. 



Enoch’s Vision 
God’s Love & Earth’s Wickedness 
Moses 7:29-36 - And Enoch said unto the Lord:… 
Were it possible that man could number the particles 
of the earth, yea, millions of earths like this, it would 
not be a beginning to the number of thy creations;… 
how is it thou canst weep? The Lord said unto Enoch: 
Behold these thy brethren;… I can stretch forth mine 
hands and hold all the creations which I have made… 
and among all the workmanship of mine hands there 
has not been so great wickedness as among thy 
brethren. 



Translated Beings & Other Planets 
A place [is] prepared for such [translated beings that] 
he held in reserve to be ministering angels unto 
many planets, and who as yet have not entered 
into so great a fullness as those who are 
resurrected from the dead. 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 170 



Visiting Angels from Other Planets 
to Earth? 

Doctrine & Covenants 
130:5 – There are no 
angels who minister 
to this earth but those 
who do belong or 
have belonged to it. 



Jesus’s Atonement & Other 
Planets 

* D&C 76:22-24 – The Only Begotten of the Father—That by him, and 
through him, and of him, the worlds are and were created, and the 
inhabitants thereof are begotten sons and daughters unto God. 
 
* Joseph Smith’s poetic rendering –  
‘He’s the Saviour, and only begotten of God -- 
By him, of him, and through him, the worlds were all made, 
Even all that careen in the heavens so broad, 
Whose inhabitants too, from the first to the last, 
Are sav’d by the very same Saviour of ours; 
And, of course, are begotten God’s daughters and sons, 
By the very same truths and the very same pow’rs.’ 
[Times and Seasons 4:82-82] 

 



Enoch’s Vision 
Marriage of Heaven & Earth 

Moses 7:62-65 - And righteousness will I send down 
out of heaven to gather out mine elect from the four 
quarters of the earth… that my people may… be 
looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall 
be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion …. And 
the Lord said unto Enoch: Then shalt thou and all thy 
city meet them there, and we will receive them into 
our bosom, and they shall see us; and we will fall 
upon their necks, and they shall fall upon our necks, 
and we will kiss each other; And there shall be mine 
abode, and it shall be Zion… 



The Rainbow and the 
Marriage of Heaven & Earth 

JST Genesis 9:21-24 – And the bow shall be in the cloud; 
and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting 
covenant, which I made unto thy father Enoch; that, when 
men should keep all my commandments, Zion should 
again come on the earth, the city of Enoch which I have 
caught up unto myself. And this is mine everlasting 
covenant, that when thy posterity shall embrace the 
truth, and look upward, then shall Zion look downward, 
and all the heavens shall shake with gladness, and the earth 
shall tremble with joy; And the general assembly of the 
church of the firstborn shall come down out of heaven, 
and possess the earth, and shall have place until the 
end come. 



Marriage of Heaven & Earth 
“The earth, also, abideth the 
law and filleth the measure of 
its creation and though it shall 
die, it shall be resurrected in 
glory, a sanctified creation 
suitable for the residence of 
celestial beings.” (Brigham Young, 
Journal of Discourses 1:155) 
 

“Here the earth is married.” 
(Parley P. Pratt, Voice of Warning, 97) 
 



Joseph Smith’s Vision 
Three Degrees of Glory in Heaven 

Doctrine & Covenants 76 
* Celestial Sun  Valiant in testimony 
* Terrestrial Moon Honorable who were 
     not willing to sacrifice 
     all 
* Telestial  Stars Not valiant, but did  
     not completely reject 
     Christ 
* Outer Darkness  Completely rejected   
       Christ 



KOKAUBEAM, 
STARS, OR ALL 
THE GREAT ONES 

KOLOB 
ABRAHAM 3:3 

THE GOVERNING 
ONES 
ABRAHAM 3:3,10 & 
FACSIMILE #2, FIG. 5 



Astronomy to teach Cosmology 
Abraham 3:15 -- And the Lord said unto me: 
Abraham, I show these things unto thee before 
ye go into Egypt, that ye may declare all 
these words. 
Abraham 3:18-19 – “[God] made the greater 
star; as, also, if there be two spirits,… one shall 
be more intelligent than the other… I am the 
Lord thy God, I am more intelligent than they all. 



King Ur-
Nammu 

Harrapan 
Priest King 

King of Kush 

Pharaoh 

God is Above them All 



Abraham and Cosmology 

Kolob =  Christ, closest to the Father, the   
  great governing one, provides light  
  and order to all the Father’s    
  creations 
15 stars =  Noble and great ones, set to preside  
  over humankind, governed by Christ  
  and receive their light from him 
Other stars = Humankind, also beings of light,   
   receive light and order from   
   Christ, are centered on Christ,  
   governed by prophets 



Abraham’s Vision of Pre-Mortal 
Humankind 

Abraham 3:24-26 -- We will go down,… and we 
will make an earth whereon these may dwell; 
And we will prove them herewith, to see if they 
will do all things whatsoever the Lord their God 
shall command them;… And they who keep 
their…estate shall have glory added upon their 
heads for ever and ever…. 



Hypocephalus (Facsimile 2) 
Joseph Smith – 
“Contains writings 
that cannot be 
revealed unto the 
world; but is to be 
had in the Holy 
Temple of God.” 
 
Egyptian words on 
hypocephalus – “I 
am the Provider in 
the Sun Temple in 
Heliopolis.” 



Nauvoo Moon Stones 



Nauvoo - Sun Stone 



Nauvoo Star Stone 



Salt Lake Earth Stone (at base) 



Salt Lake Moon Stones 
(demonstrating varying lunar stages) 



Salt Lake Sun Stones & Saturn Stones 



Salt Lake Star Stones 



Temple Teaches Way to God 
(Salt Lake – Big Dipper) 



Temple Teaches Way to God – 
Nauvoo, upside-down stars 



The Divine Ascent         



Creation Room 



Garden of Eden Room        



“Fall”/Telestial Room 



Terrestrial Room        



Celestial Room         



Creation, Fall, & the Divine Ascent        

1 Creation 
room (not 
shown) 
2 Garden of 
Eden room 

3“Fall”/Telestial  
Room 
4 Terrestrial 
Room (not 
shown) 

5 Creation 
Room 

Other rooms:  
(Top) Meeting room 
(Bottom left) Room for Baptizing 



Stairs Ascending to Sealing Rooms  
(leading from Celestial Room)        



Sealing Room 
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