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Ideas are like stars; you will not succeed in touching them with your hands. But 
like the seafaring man on the desert of waters, you choose them as your guides, 

and following them you will reach your destiny. 
Carl Schurz (1829-1906) 

 
The MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology 

The MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology is a unique academic course which deals the ways 
in which human beings use the stars in culture. There is no other equivalent course in any other 
university. It is taught within the Sophia Centre for the Study of Cosmology in Culture, the  School 
of Archaeology, History and Anthropology and the Faculty of Humanities in the University of 
Wales, Trinity Saint David. There is no need to live in the UK to study this MA. The MA is fully 
accredited and internationally recognised. 
The Sophia Centre for the Study of Cosmology in Culture 
The Sophia Centre was set up in 2002 with funding from the Sophia Trust. It has a wide-ranging 
remit to investigate the role of cosmological, astrological and astronomical beliefs, models and 
ideas in human culture, including the theory and practice of myth, magic, divination, religion, 
spirituality, politics and the arts.  

Much of our work is historical but we are equally concerned with contemporary culture and lived 
experience.  If you are interested in the way we use the sky to create meaning and significance 
then the Centre may be the best place for you to study.  

By joining the Sophia Centre you enter a community of like-minded students whose aim is to 
explore humanity's relationship with the cosmos. 

 
NEXT INTAKE FEBRUARY 2015 
Please apply by 15 December 2014. 
We can accept later applications but it can cause delays. 
THEN OCTOBER 2015 
 
Quick Links  
Application forms (see fuller information further on in the Handbook) 
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/apply/postgraduate/ 
On line application:  http://www.tsd.ac.uk/en/apply/ 
Fees (see fuller information further on in the Handbook) 
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/finance/tuition-fees/ 

 
Find us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/MaInCulturalAstronomyAndAstrology 
https://www.facebook.com/SophiaCentre?ref=hl  

See us on Flickr 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sophiacentre/ 

Find us on the University web site 
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/ma-cultural-astronomy-astrology/ 
Nick Campion staff page 
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/staff/nicholas-campion/ 
Contact 
Nick Campion’s phone is 01570 424985 but please note there may be delay in 
answering phone messages. Please use e mail. n.campion@uwtsd.ac.uk 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
ASTRONOMY, ASTROLOGY AND COSMOLOGY IN CULTURE 

The Sophia Centre’s academic goals are  
 

 'to pursue research, scholarship and teaching in the relationship between 
astrological, astronomical and cosmological beliefs and theories, and society, 
politics, religion and the arts, past and present' and 

 
 'to undertake the academic and critical examination of astrology and its practice'.  

 
The Centre’s wider goal is stated in its title – to ‘study cosmology in culture’. This 
enables us to tackle a wide range of topics, from Egyptian sky religion and Babylonian 
astrology, to astronomy in surrealist painting, astrology in contemporary culture, UFO 
abduction and the politics of the space race. 
 
The Centre promotes research in the subject area, holds seminars and conferences, 
including an annual graduate conference, is associated with Sophia Centre Press and 
the publicationCulture and Cosmos, and supervises PhD students.Our staff are all 
authorities in their fields: a staff list can be found at the end of the handbook. 
 
We define Cultural Astronomy as the ‘study of the application of beliefs about the stars 
to all aspects of human culture, from religion and science to the arts and literature. It 
includes the new discipline of archaeoastronomy - the study of astronomical alignments, 
orientation and symbolism in architecture, ancient and modern’1. Astrology is 'the 
practice of relating the heavenly bodies to lives and events on earth, and the tradition 
that has thus been generated’.2 We take our cue from Michael Hoskin, editor of the 
Journal on the History of Astronomy, who posed the question, ‘what astronomy is not an 
astronomy in culture?’3 We are heavily influenced by recent trends in anthropology, 
which means that modern western culture can be subject to the same academic scrutiny 
as pre-modern or non-western cultures, and by questions such as the requirement for 
the scholar or research to engage in practice as part of their study of practice.  
 
We may also consider 'sky' in culture as a fourth area, along with ‘cosmology’, 
‘astronomy’ and ‘astrology’ in culture. The Greek word ‘'ourania' is translated either as 
'sky' or 'heaven', so can have either secular or spiritual connotations. 
 
Cultural astronomy is an emerging discipline attracting an increasing number of scholars 
who are aware of the sky’s importance to humanity. The importance of astrology in the 
history of ideas was established by Lynn Thorndike in 1905 in ‘The Place of Magic in the 

                                                 
1 Nicholas Campion, ‘Editorial’, Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 1 No. 1, Spring/Summer 1997, p. 2. 
2 Patrick Curry, ‘Astrology’, in Kelly Boyd (ed.) TheEncyclopaedia of Historians and Historical 
Writing, 2 Vols. London: Fitzroy Dearborn 1999, Vol. 1, pp 55-7 (p. 55). 
3 Michael Hoskin, review of Astronomies and Cultures, ed. Clive L. N. Ruggles and Nicholas J. 
Saunders (University of Colorado Press, Niwot, Col., 1993), Archaeoastronomy, number 21, 
supplement to the Journal for the History of Astronomy, vol. 27, 1996, p 885-7. 
 



 

 

4

Intellectual History of Europe’. Astrology’s role in contemporary culture tends to be 
mentioned briefly by sociologists, often in a New Age context, but is rarely investigated 
in detail.  

The words astronomy and astrology have distinct meanings in modern English. 
Astrology is more akin to a study of the psychic universe. The split between the two, 
though, is a feature of modern western thought. Both words are of Greek origin: 
astronomy means the ‘law’ of the stars, while astrology is best translated as the ‘word’, 
or ‘reason’, of the stars, so in the classical world their meanings overlapped. To the 
Greek scholar Claudius Ptolemy, writing in the second century CE, there were two forms 
of astronomy; one dealt with the movements of the stars, the other (which we would call 
astrology) with their effects or significance. From then until the seventeenth century, the 
two words were interchangeable. In ‘King Lear’, Shakespeare had Edgar refer to his 
brother Edmund, who had been posing as an astrologer, as a ‘sectary astronomical’. 
Other terms Shakespeare might have used included mathematician (the astronomer 
Johannes Kepler studied astrology as part of his duties as ‘Imperial Mathematician’) or 
Chaldean (both astrology and astronomy were commonly traced to Chaldea, another 
term for Mesopotamia). 

Neither do most non-western countries employ different words to distinguish traditional 
astronomy from astrology. In India both are jyotish, the ‘science of light’. In Japan they 
are onmyōdō, the ‘yin-yang way’. In China, the observation and measurement of 
celestial phenomena were inseparable from their application to human knowledge, 
which, in turn, was divided into two li, or li fa, calendar systems, and tian wen, or sky 
patterns.The title of the MA, whose subject matter includes the beliefs and practices of 
pre-modern and non-western cultures, as well as contemporary worlds, is therefore 
necessarily ‘Cultural Astronomy AND Astrology’. 
 
The Centre’s purpose is to understand the cultural role and function of beliefs about the 
sky, rather than mathematical astronomy or technical astrology. We work from a 
humanities/social science perspective and encompass research styles and 
methodologies from anthropology, history, religious studies and sociology. The focus is 
on astronomy and astrology as systems of story-telling about the cosmos, or as ways of 
locating meaning in the heavens. 
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TEACHING 
Our teaching team is highly experienced and we focus on close attention to the 
needs of our students. Class material is clearly explained, we answer emails 
promptly, and offer face-to-face tutorials by Skype.  
 
Distance-Learning 
The course is taught entirely by distance-learning, on line. There are no campus 
classes. Distance-Learning has advantages in that students can study from 
home, but bring other challenges, so we place an emphasis on student support 
and community. 

An International Community 
We aim to create a friendly learning community. Our current students live in 
Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Russia, Norway, Italy, Greece, Austria, the 
Netherlands, South Africa, Canada, Mexico, the USA, Ireland and the UK. Every 
student studies in their own way, but in a framework set by the University’s 
requirements and the demands of the course material. Often hard-work is 
required but we aim for the experience to be satisfying and personally fulfilling.  
 
Building an on-line community is a challenge, but students can meet in our on-
line seminars and we have a Facebook page for students and people closely 
associated with the MA. Plus, of course, we have email which acts like the glue 
that binds the MA together and you can make contact with fellow students via the 
Facebook page and/or the MA Summer School. 
 
Should I study full-time or part-time? 
This is a personal judgment call. We have found that part-time students have 
more time to enjoy their studies and may have a richer experience, while full-time 
students feel that their period on the MA was rushed. In addition if you have 
extensive family commitments, or are working to support yourself, or do not have 
recent academic experience, you would, in any case, always be recommended to 
study part-time. If you wish to study full-time you should make sure that your 
personal and professional commitments for the period of study are at a minimum. 
 
It is possible to alter your registration from full-time to part-time, or from part-time 
to full-time. Also, even if you are registered part-time, it is possible to take more 
modules in order to speed your path through the MA. 

How do I communicate with my tutors? 
Tutor-student interaction takes place via e-mail and video-conferencing. We 
make use of Skype, which allows for free computer-to-computer phone calls 
anywhere in the world. With a web cam, face-to-face tutorials are possible. 
Please note that access to a broadband connection is necessary. 
We may also arrange optional occasional residential or other student gatherings, 
as appropriate, depending on demand. 
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How much work is involved? 
Over the duration of the MA, students take six twenty-credit modules and then 
write a dissertation worth 60 credits. A full-time student would take two modules 
per term.  

One twenty-credit module requires about 10 to 12 hours of study per week. Each 
module consists of eight weeks of course work plus, usually an extra two weeks 
to complete the final essay. Students work in their own time depending on other 
professional or family commitments. If you do not have recent academic 
experience, you may find initially that more time is required. 
 

 Most part-time students take one module per term. MA students are 
required to take a minimum of two twenty credit modules per year.  

 A full-time student would therefore complete the MA within two years. A 
part-time student might take anyway from two to four years. 

 Normal term times will be September/October to December, January to 
March/April and April to June/July. 

The University rule is that the ‘normal expectation’ is that students take two 
modules per year. In fact, the University interprets this as a rule, although 
extensions and deferrals are possible in cases of personal or professional crisis, 
including health problems. 
 
The amount of work per module is the same no matter whether you are studying 
for the Certificate, Diploma or MA. 
 
If each module is considered to require 200 hours work, so two modules a year is 
400 hours, 3 modules 600 hours and so on. 

What is the teaching schedule? 
Modules are usually arranged in eight weeks of course material.  
 
How is work assessed? 
Each module is assessed by 5000 words of written work or the equivalent. For 
example some modules require one short essay of 1000 words due in week 5 or 
6, and a 4000 word essay normally due in week 10. Written course work is 
posted on-line (only other tutors can see it). Your work is then returned with 
comments from either one or two tutors, and a provisional mark, and you are 
offered the chance to have a Skype tutorial to discuss the comments. 
 
Assessment requirements, lengths and due dates can vary from module to 
module. In some modules students choose from a list of essay titles; in others a 
title and subject is negotiated with the course tutor. The final dissertation topic is 
chosen by the student in discussion with the course tutor, and is a research 
project which builds on the work undertaken in the taught modules. 
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How is course work delivered? 
Typically, all course work is posted on-line on ‘Moodle’ our web platform (which is 
also used by thousands of other universities)and students are given secure 
access to the University’s web site. Each week in each module engages with a 
different topic: lecture notes and course readings are posted on-line, together 
with other material, such as voice files and web links. Students also have access 
to various academic digital archives, including the extensive archives of 
academic journals on ATHENS and JSTOR, archives which are available 
through the University. Students are encouraged to participate in weekly forum 
discussions, posting written responses to discussion questions or weekly 
readings.  
 
We also hold periodic video conferencing sessions, for which a web cam and a 
headphone/microphone set are necessary.  
 
Video Conferencing 
Most modules are accompanied by eight video-conferencing seminars, which 
typically last between 1.5 and 2 hours – never more than 2 hours. Attendance is 
optional but recommended. These are held one day a week, usually at 4 pm UK 
time, which we have found is the best time when many of our students are on 
different time-zones. All seminars are recorded for students who are either 
unable to attend (for work, family or time-zone reasons), or wish to listen again. 
Seminars usually consist of one or two staff presentations with a chance for 
student question and discussion.  
 
Seminar dates are announced before each term when the time table is finalised. 
As a guide, Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology seminars are held 
on Mondays and Research Methods are held on Fridays. 
 
Do I need special facilities for distance-learning? 
You will need a broad-band connection. In addition, with a computer service such 
as Skype, computer to computer phone calls are free and, with the addition of a 
web-cam, free, international, face-to-face tutorials are possible. We run video-
conferencing sessions which are optional, but for which you will need a web cam 
and headphone/microphone set. 
 
Do I need a Mac or a PC? 
You need a computer, but all the software you might need runs on both. 
 
Do I need to buy course books?  
We have as much course material on line as we can, making use of digitised 
material and academic databases. Library facilities vary. The University operates 
a lending system by post, although this would not include rare books. Students in 
the UK and Ireland will be able to nominate three academic libraries which they 
can use under the SCONUL scheme. In other countries, we can write letters of 
recommendation if students wish to approach their local academic libraries. 
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Many countries with public library systems can also obtain books under inter-
library loan schemes. That said, it is always good to own some core books and 
both Amazon and Abebooks are excellent web-sources. There will be required 
books for some modules, but these will be available cheaply second-hand. For 
example, Nicholas Campion’s History of Western Astrology  is required for the 
History module. 
 
Can the MA lead to a PhD? 
The MA as a whole could be a staging post to a PhD, but could be expected to 
get distinction level marks (i.e., highest grades) in order to be considered for a 
PhD. 

 
 
 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
 

We have an annual residential summer school, usually four days, prior to the 
annual conference, usually in June or July, usually in the world heritage city of 
Bath, in the elegant 18th century surroundings of the Bath Royal Literary and 
Scientific Institution.. This consists of staff and student presentations, time to 
socialise and an excursion. This is for students only and information is circulated 
to students. 
 
You will see photos of our 2013 summer school on our flickr page 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sophiacentre/ 
 
Summer School 2015 Dates: 23-26 June 2014 
The summer school is for students and graduates only.  
Further details later. 
 
Followed by our annual public conference, 27-28 June 
Details to be announced. 
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RESEARCH 

The MA is a hybrid between a taught degree and a research degree. The six 
taught modules are intended to provide the skills, information and knowledge 
required to conduct and write up an independent research project in the 
Dissertation. 
 
Some of the taught modules offer the chance to undertake a limited research 
project which allows students to build up experience. The two compulsory 
modules assist in this. The Introduction modules provides a grounding in literary 
research and theoretical frameworks. The Research Methods modules trains 
students in the gathering of data through interviews and questionnaires and 
introduces concepts such as reflexivity. 
 
Work undertaken by students has included such diverse topics as classical 
theories of the ascent of the soul, Christian critiques of astrology, modern pagan 
calendar rituals, children’s perceptions of the sky, the use of astrology in 
business, the tarot as a cosmological model in the nineteenth century ‘occult 
revival’, astrology and enchantment, astrology in surrealist painting, the naming 
of planets, the nature of the astrological consultation, and cinema as cosmology. 
We aim to publish the best student work. 
 
See under ‘Researching Contemporary Cosmologies’ for recent research 
topics, and ‘Publication’ for examples of published work. 

 
We are encouraging students to examine the history and use of technical 
astrology. 
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MA in CULTURAL ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY 
THE SYLLABUS 

The MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology (CAA) is taught distance-
learning, on-line, and is normally completed in eighteen months full-time or up to 
five (usually four) years part-time. There is no residency requirement and no 
need to come to the UK. Students work from home. 
 
The MA is awarded for the completion of 180 credits (6 taught modules of 20 
credits each, plus a dissertation of 60 credits)  
 
Postgraduate Certificate (PG Cert).  
If you do not wish to take the whole MA you may study three modules (60 
credits), including at least one compulsory module, and may graduate with a 
Postgraduate Certificate. If you wish to upgrade to the MA and take further 
modules, you may do so, if your progress is satisfactory. 
 
Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip).  
If you complete 120 credits (six taught modules, including the three compulsory 
modules) you may graduate with the Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip). You may 
then apply to write a Dissertation if you wish to upgrade to the MA. 
 
Occasional students may enroll to study two individual modules. The 
application requirements are the same as for the MA.Credit gained as an 
occasional student may be put towards an upgrade to PGCert, PGDip or MA. 
 
Please note that you should not enroll for more than two modules in one 
semester. (Except, if you are taking Archaeoastronomy, this does not count as a 
module in semester 3. If in doubt consult the Programme Director, Dr. Nicholas 
Campion) 
 
As to whether to apply for the full MA or begin as an Occasional Student, or 
apply for the Certificate or Diploma,  this largely depends on your time and 
motivation. The application procedure is the same in each case. If you are 
accepted as an occasional student or for the certificate or diploma, it is a routine 
matter to upgrade to the next stage, and if you are accepted for MA, Diploma or 
Certificate, it is equally simple to leave the course with a lesser qualification. The 
simple solution is to apply for the MA programme and see how you get ion when 
the course starts. 
 
Also, please note that in the module descriptions below, books are listed as 
indications of the material we will be covering. These are not booklists for student 
purchase. There may be a small number of required texts in individual modules 
which may be purchased or borrowed from libraries.  
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Compulsory modules 
MA students take the following modules 

AHAN7002 Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology** 
AHAN7035 Researching Contemporary Cosmologies 
AHAN7003 History of Astrology  

 
Unless you are an Occasional Student you must take the Introduction module 
first 

 
Optional Modules and Pathways 

 
Our optional modules are arranged in pathways, which allow students to follow 
common themes across two modules.  
For the MA and Postgraduate Diploma you will take three compulsory modules, 
one pathway and one additional optional module from another pathway.  
For the Postgraduate Certificate you take one compulsory module and any two 
optional modules 
 
Pathway 1: The Inner Cosmos 

AHAN7022 Sky and Psyche (formerly Psychological Perspectives) 
 AHAN7011 Cosmology, Magic and Divination 

 
Pathway 2: Stars and Stones 

 AHAN7006 Sacred Geography 
 AHAN7043 Skyscapes, Cosmology and Archaeology (formerly AHAN7010 

Archaeoastronomy 
 
Pathway 3: Earth and Sky 

 AHAN 7023 Astral Religion (formerly Stellar Religion) 
 AHAN 7010 Heavenly Discourses 

 
What if I want to take additional modules? 
Sometimes students wish to take additional modules in addition to those needed 
to gain a qualification. We do not recommend this unless you are well ahead of 
your schedule. 
This is often satisfied by the option to ‘audit’. This means that you can have 
access to the online material for a module, and attend the online seminars, but 
do not need to formally enroll or pay. 
Another option, which some students have taken, is take modules as an 
occasional student after graduating. 
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Time Table for 2014-15 
 

 
Semester 1 Code Module Title Requirement Pathway 
Autumn 
(October) 
 

AHAN7002   Introduction to Cultural Astronomy 
and Astrology 

Compulsory  

Autumn 
(October) 
 

AHAN7022 Sky and Psyche Optional Pathway 1 Inner 
Cosmos 

Autumn 
(October) 
 

AHAN7006    Sacred Geography 
 

Optional Pathway 2 
Stars and 
Stones 

Semester 2     
Winter 
(February) 
 

AHAN7002  Introduction to Cultural Astronomy 
and Astrology 

Compulsory  

Winter 
(February) 
 

AHAN7035 Researching Contemporary 
Cosmologies 

Compulsory  

Winter 
(February) 
 

AHAN7023 Astral Religion 
 

Optional Pathway 3 
Earth and Sky 

Winter 
(February) 
 

AHAN7043 Skyscapes, Cosmology and 
Archaeology** 
(formerly Archaeoastronomy) 
 

Optional Pathway 2 
Stars and 
Stones 

Semester 3     
Summer 
(April) 
 

AHAN7003  History of Astrology Compulsory  

Summer 
(April) 
 

AHAN7024 Heavenly Discourses Optional Pathway 3 
Earth and Sky 

Summer 
(April) 
 

AHAN7011 Cosmology, Magic and Divination in 
the Classical World 

Optional Pathway 1 Inner 
Cosmos 

 
 

** Skyscapes, Cosmology and Archaeology runs over semester 2 and 3: teaching takes place in 
Semester 2 and students complete a research project in Semester 3. 
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Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology (Compulsory) 
This module provides an introduction to the subject area, looking at some of the main 
issues and dealing with some of the fundamentals approaches to academic research in 
the Humanities. The first step is to investigate what we mean by ‘culture’. We then 
explore cosmology in is more traditional aspects,   examine views and perspectives on 
astrology, and investigate the foundations of western astrology and cosmology in the 
classical texts of Plato, Aristotle and the Stoics.Our emphasis is on the West, but we 
touch on other, global, traditions. We also examine the meaning and definition of related 
topics such as ‘symbol’, ‘myth’ and ‘magic’, investigate the meanings of fate and 
determinism, and look at the theory of ‘enchantment’. We also look at theories of 
modernism and post-modernism, within which much contemporary culture is framed, in 
order to explore modern attitudes to astrology and cosmology. 
 
Introduction Module Weekly Classes 
Week 1.Culture and Cosmos 
We begin by examining the meanings of the word ‘culture’, as a preparation for relating it 
the core material of the MA – the sky, the planets, the stars and the cosmos. Is the sky 
perceived as the same in all cultures, or do different cultures have different skies? 
 
Week 2.Philosophy: Soul, Psyche and the Classical Cosmos 
This week examines the foundations of western astronomy, astrology and cosmology in 
classical philosophy, touching on such areas as fate, destiny and the soul’s ascent to the 
stars. The ideas we introduce may be part of western thought but parallels can often be 
found in other cultures. 
 
Week 3. Astrology and Culture 
The question is ‘what is astrology’? Astrology turns out to be a diverse set of ideas and 
practices which occurs in most cultures and is based around the shared notion that the 
planets, the stars and the cosmos have a meaningful relationship with human affairs. We 
explore the disputed definition of astrology and the competing theories which explain 
whether and how it works. We also introduce criticisms of astrology, dating back to the 
classical period, both from astrologers and non-astrologers.  
 
Week 4.Cosmology and Culture 
What is cosmology? According to a narrow definition it is the scientific study of the 
cosmos. However, the cosmos is defined as everything that exists, so it is impossible to 
maintain a narrow definition. We explore the idea of cosmology as the way in which 
people relate to the cosmos – or to their idea of the cosmos.  We also explore traditional 
concepts such as the theory of ‘sympathies’ which link all things in the cosmos. 
 
Week 5. Astronomy and Culture 
We introduce the new discipline of cultural astronomy. This discipline began in the 1970s 
as a means of providing cultural context for the study of astronomy in ancient cultures, 
but can be equally applied to modern society. We can even ask whether modern 
astronomy itself both arises from and contributes to, culture. 
 
Week 6. Myth and Magic in the Cosmos 
If myth is the telling of stories about the cosmos, and magic is active engagement with 
the cosmos, then both form an integral part of traditional – and modern – astrologies. We 
consider the meanings of myth and magic, their relationship to ritual and the concept of 
enchantment. 
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Week 7. Fate and Freewill in the Cosmos 
At some point in the distant past human beings were struck by two observations. One 
was that human life is linked to the sky, the most obvious manifestation being the sun’s 
light and heat, without which life would not exist. The other was the observation of 
regularity and order in the sky: the sun rises and sets every day without fail. Is, then 
human life ordered in the same way? From their earliest origins, cosmology, astronomy 
and astrology have been concerned with the extent to which human affairs are fated and 
the ways, if any, in which freedom of choice may be exercised. This week’s class 
considers the meanings of fate, free will and determinism in relation to cosmology, 
astronomy and astrology. 
 
Week 8. Philosophy: the Modern World 
This week we consider the current debates concerning directions in which culture, 
especially in the modern west, has been travelling since the 19th century, and questions 
of modernism and post-modernism. We look at theories that contemporary astrology is 
postmodern and that cosmology can be postmodern. We also look at the alternative – 
that we have never been modern! 

Required Books (these books should be purchased or borrowed for the module):  
Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, Vol 1, The Ancient World (London: 
Continuum 2008), Vol 2 (The Medieval and Modern Worlds, London: Continuum 2009) 
(NB Vol 1 was originally published as The Dawn of Astrology, London: Continuum, 
2008). 
Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions, New York: New 
York University Press, 2012. 
Nicholas Campion and Liz Greene, Astrologies: Plurality and Diversity (Lampeter: 
Sophia Centre Press, 2011). 
Roy Willis and Patrick Curry, Astrology, Science and Culture: Pulling Down the Moon 
(Oxford: Berg, 2004). 
 
Recommended Books (these books deal with wider issues) 
Brady, Bernadette, Cosmos, Chaosmos and Astrology: rethinking the nature of astrology 
(Lampeter: Sophia Centre Press 2014) 
Terry Eagleton, The Idea of Culture (Oxford: Blackwell 2000),  
Stanley Tambiah, Magic, Science, Religion and the Scope of Rationality (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1990),  
Steven Best and Douglas Kellner, Postmodern Theory: Critical Interrogations (London: 
MacMillan 1991),  
Carmen Blacker and Michael Loewe, Oracles and Divination, Boulder: Shambhala 1981;  
Hans Eysenck and David Nias, Astrology: Science or Superstition?, Pelican, London, 
1982. 

Assessment for 2013-14 (this may be amended in 2014-15) 
1.Write a 1500 word critical review and comparison of two academic papers from the 
JSTOR archive which you have found using one of the three following combinations of 
keyword searches: (1) ‘Cosmology’ and ‘Culture’, (2)  ‘Plato’ and ‘Timaeus’ or (3) 
‘Astrology’ and ‘Culture’  

2.Write a 3500-word essay on one of the following titles: 
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A. Is astrology a divinatory system? 
B. Is a belief in astrology a belief in fatalism? 
C. Does the cosmos still have meaning in a disenchanted world? 
D. Is a post-modern astrology possible?  
E. Is myth a primitive superstition?  
F. Are perceptions of the cosmos culturally conditioned? 
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Researching Contemporary Cosmologies (Compulsory) 
(formerly Research Methods: Ethnography and Fieldwork) 

This module will allow you to develop your own perspective on the nature, role 
and function of ideas, stories and beliefs about the sky, and practices derived 
from such beliefs, as conveyed in astrology, astronomy and cosmology in the 
modern world. The module will focus on the contemporary nature of 
ethnoastronomy - or ethnoastrology – the modern culture of the sky. Using 
simple research techniques - interviews and/or questionnaire,you will gather and 
interpret some data about how people relate to, describe and use the stars or sky 
in their lives. We will introduce more advanced approaches such as ‘participant 
observation’, and  will raise the problem of the role of the researcher, looking at 
whether we are ‘insider’ or ‘outsiders’, and considering how to deal with our own 
biases and preconceptions.  

Recommended Books: 
Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West: 
Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement (Abingdon: Ashgate, 2012); 
Alan Bryman, Alan, Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Routledge, 
2001),  
William Braud and Rosemarie Anderson, Transpersonal Research Methods for 
the Social Sciences (London: Sage 1998),  
Charlotte Davies, Reflexive Ethnography: a Guide to Researching Our Selves 
and Others (London: Routledge, 1999);  
Susan Greenwood, Magic, Witchcraft and the Otherworld: An Anthropology 
(Oxford: Berg, 2000),  
Russell McCutcheon, The Insider/Outsider Problem in the Study of Religion: A 
Reader (London: Cassell, 1999). 

Assessment for 2012-13 (this may be amended in 2013-14) 
 
There are two essays in this moduls 

1. Written Assignment (20% of total marks)  
Write a 1,000-word essay comparing two of the following papers: 
 

Bennett, G. 1995. “If I Knew You were Coming I'd Have Baked a Cake”: 
The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group. In Out of the 
Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, edited by Barbara Walker, 122-
142. Logan, Utah: Utah University Press. 
 
Blain, J. 2000. ‘Speaking Shamanistically: Seidr, Academia and 
Rationality’. In DISKUS Volume 6 (2000). 
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Brink, T. L. 1978. ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: 
Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious 
Research, 20, 82-85.  
 
Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H. 1999. ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in 
Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60, 187-197. 

 
2. Write a 4,000-word essay reporting of a research project you have conducted 
into attitudes to, belief in, or practices associated with, contemporary astrology, 
astronomy or cosmology. Full guidance and supervision is given 

Recent student research projects have included: 
 What is the attitude of young researchers to the standard model of 

cosmology? 
 Awareness of astrology in relation to Higher Education degree schemes 
 Research into readers and non-readers of Sun sign columns in Norway, 

and their spiritual inclinations 
 The Christmas Star: Ritual Ornamentation – from the secular to the 

religious  
 In the Shadow of the Moon: People’s Experience of Viewing Eclipses 
 Perceptions of Divination in the Astrological Consultation: a Pilot Study       
 An investigation into contemporary practices on, and meanings of, 

birthdays  
 Practicing Astrologers: Contemporary Belief in Astrology    
 Superstitions in an Urban Contemporary Community 
 Values and Tokens: a Review of “The Effect of Horoscopes on Women’s 

Relationships”  
 Mystical Experience amongst Astrologers  
 Two birds, one Stonehenge: astronomy and belonging in a replicated 

megalithic structure in postcolonial New Zealand? 
 The Astrological Ritual:  A Phenomenological Study of Astrological 

Practice in Glastonbury 
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History of Astrology (Compulsory) 
 

This module examines the history of astrology from its origin in Mesopotamia through its 
transmission to Greece, Egypt and classical Rome and its revival in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. Through drawing in themes such as ‘origins’ and ‘reform’ we draw in 
material from wider cultures, such as China. There will be a focus both on astrology's 
'internal' development, that is, the evolution of its symbolism and technique and the 
information these developments indicate concerning views of time and the cosmos, and 
its 'external' development, that is, its relationship to technological, social, religious and 
political events. Particular attention will be paid to the religious and philosophical context, 
including the survival of classical learning and pagan imagery in medieval and 
Renaissance Europe, the challenge of the Enlightenment to the medieval world view and 
questions of modernism, post-modernism and secularism in the twentieth century. 

Required Books (these books should be purchased or borrowed for the module):  
Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, Vol 1, The Ancient World (London: 
Continuum 2008), Vol 2 (The Medieval and Modern Worlds, London: Continuum 2009) 
(NB Vol 1 was originally published as The Dawn of Astrology, London: Continuum, 
2008). 
Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions, New York: New 
York University Press (pub. May 2012. 
Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West: Prophecy, 
Cosmology and the New Age Movement (Abingdon: Ashgate, 2012). 
 
Recommended Books: 
Jim Tester, A History of Western Astrology (Boydell 1987); 
Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic (Penguin 1973), Lynn Thorndike, 
History of Magic and Experimental Science, (8 Vols., New York: Columbia University 
Press, 1923 – 58) 
Richard Evans, In Defence of History (London: Granta Books 1997). 
 

Assessment for 2012-13 (this may be amended in 2013-14)1.Write a 2000 word 
essay, focusing on one astrological planet, or zodiac sign/constellation, explore its use 
and description in at least three primary sources. You are expected to compare and 
contrast uses of the same astrological planet, or zodiac sign/constellation, showing an 
awareness of the philosophical context within which it was written. 

2. Write a 3000 word essay 3000 word essay on one of the following topics: 
1.Write a critical biography of one astrologer. 
2.Considering at least two attempts to reform astrology, compare and contrast the 
competing priorities involved in each. 
3. Did Babylonian astrology die out in the classical world? 
5. Did belief in astrology decline in the 17th century? 
6. To what extent are narratives of predestination a feature of western astrology? 
7. Did the Greeks invent astrology? 
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Sky and Psyche (Optional) 
C. G. Jung stated that 'astrology represents the sum of all the psychological knowledge 
of antiquity'. But was he right? This module will examine the relationship between 
astrology and psychology in its broadest sense: an interiorising of the cosmos and its 
powers as dimensions of the human psyche. We will consider so-called 
'protopsychology' (ancient concepts of temperaments, elements and humours, and the 
planetary spheres as a seven-staged inner journey); Hellenistic, Jewish and Gnostic 
astrological systems as inner stages of development; ancient and Renaissance astral 
theurgy as self-transformation and an antidote to astral determinism; medieval 
interiorised models of sins and virtues; Alan Leo’s character analysis; Sigmund Freud's 
psychoanalytic models; the humanistic psychology movement and its influence on Dane 
Rudhyar; and modern personality theories, including recent developments in cognitive 
and evolutionary psychology. Particular attention will be paid to C.G. Jung's analytical 
psychology, including his work on psychological types and functions, archetypes, the 
collective unconscious, and synchronicity  all of which were both influenced by and, in 
turn, greatly influenced astrology. We shall then turn to psychological theories and 
psychotherapies following in Jung's wake, including Hillman's archetypal psychology and 
the transpersonal psychology of Assagioli and Maslow. We shall look at the 
phenomenon of modern psychological astrology in its various forms, as well as the use 
of astrology to provide mappings of character and support forms of psychological 
analysis and counselling. 

Required Books (these books should be purchased or borrowed for the module):  
C. G. Jung, The Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious, CW9i (London: Routledge, 
1959). 
Roderick Main, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal (London: Routledge 1997),  
 
Recommended Books:  
Jung, C. G., Psychological Types (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul 1971), Jensine 
Andresen, Religion in Mind: Cognitive Perspectives on Religious Belief, Ritual, and 
Experience (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001) 
Dorian GieselerGreenbaum, Temperament: Astrology's Forgotten Key (Bournemouth: 
Wessex, 2005),   
Ioan P. Couliano, Out of This World (Boston: Shambhala 1991),  
James Hillman, The Soul's Code (New York: Bantam, 1998),  
Abraham Maslow, Toward a Psychology of Being (Princeton: Van Norstrand 1967),  
Thomas Leahey, A History of Psychology: Main Currents in Psychological Thought 
(Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1987). 

Provisional Assessment for 2013-14. 
1.Write a 1500 word critical review of a passage from Jung (to be assigned)  

2. Write a 3500 word essay on one of the following titles: 
1. Is an astrology possible without psyche? 
 2. Various scholars have used the phrase 'psychologisation of the sacred' to describe 
both Jungian psychology and psychological approaches to astrology. Discuss this 
phrase and its applicability to Jung's ideas within astrology. 
4. Thomas Moore, referring to astrology as a form of imagination. To what extent is 
psychological astrology ‘imaginal’ and what is meant by this term? 

8. To what extent were early psychoanalytic theories informed by occult cosmologies?
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Cosmology, Magic and Divination in the Classical World (Optional) 
In the ancient world divination was the means by which a dialogue was opened 
with divinity which did not require prayer or worship. Magic was a means by 
which individuals could then engage in a conversation with the world through 
ritual, the manipulation of symbols and the use of invocations.This module 
examines a major feature of Classical and Hellenistic culture, the use of 
divination and oracles, and places them in the context of cosmological theories 
(chiefly Platonic and Hermetic) which emphasised individual interaction with stars 
and divinities. Particular attention will be paid to the use of magic, the 
development of astrology and the emergence of notions of individual salvation. 
The subject matter will include primary texts and scholarly commentary relating 
to pre-Hellenistic, Near Eastern divination, which provided a context for Greek 
practice, and, where appropriate, post-Classical legacies, for example, in the 
Islamic world. Suitable attention will be paid to such questions as definitions of 
magic and divination, as well as the nature of specific practices. The course will 
consider discussions concerning the essential nature of magic and divination as 
well as social and political contexts and historical development. 

Required Books (these books should be purchased or borrowed for the 
module):  
Hans Dieter Betz, Greek magical papyri in translation, including the Demotic 
spells, Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1992;  
Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, Vol. 1, The Ancient and 
Classical Worlds, London: Continuum, 2008l;  
D. Ogden, Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A 
Sourcebook, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002;  
 
Recommended Books:  
Cicero, De Divinatione (On Divination), trans. W.A.Falconer, Loeb Classical 
Library, Cambridge Mass: Harvard University Press, London, 1929; 
Iamblichus, De Mysteriis (On the Mysteries), trans. Thomas Taylor.  London: 
Reeves and sons, 1895;  
Burkert, Walter, Ancient Mystery Cults, Cambridge and London: Harvard 
University Press 1987;  
Graf, F., Magic in the Ancient World, Cambridge Mass.: Harvard University 
Press, 1997;  
Ogden, D., Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press: 2002; Lloyd, G.E.R., Magic, Reason and 
Experience: Studies in the origins and Development of Greek Science, 
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 1979. 

Assessment for 2012-13 (this may be amended in 2013-14) 

1.Wite a 2,000 word critical review of one of the following: 
Cicero’s arguments against divination in De Divinatione 
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http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Cicero/de_Divinatione/hom
e.html 
Iamblichus’ arguments for divination in De Mysteriis 
http://www.archive.org/stream/iamblichusonmys00taylgoog#page/n9/mode/1up 
 
2.Write a 3,000 word essay on one of the following topics. 
 
1.Can theurgy be considered a form of magic? 
 
2. Analyse the cosmology, metaphysics and “world-view” of ONE of the following:  

1. Near Eastern divination 
2. Hellenistic astrology 
3. Theurgy 
4. Necromancy and Oracles of the Dead. 

 
3.Critically discuss the relationship between divination, magic and religion in the 

ancient world.   
 
4.Can the theory and practise of divination help distinguish between magic and 

religion? 
 
5.Compare and contrast the roles and uses of divination with those of curse 
tablets (katadesmoi) in ancient magical practices? 
 
6.Critically examine the connections between theurgy, philosophy and magic.   
 
7.Analyse the role of divination within relevant practices and the cosmological 
and philosophical views which made connections between theurgy, philosophy 
and magic possible. 
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Astral Religion (Optional) 
 

Religion has always been linked to the sky, whether through the worship of the 
sun, notions of the soul's salvation in the stars or heaven’s location above the 
stars. The starry sky reveals the glory of God and Christian prophets scoured the 
sky for signs of the End. In India today astrology is one of the pillars of Hindu 
religion. This module explores the role and impact of Astral Religion in both 
history and the contemporary world. It considers some of the ways in which 
sidereal aspects of religion are expressed today in the light of current debates 
about the identity and construction of religion in contemporary discourse. The 
module will include themes such as the relationship between the soul and the 
stars, the regulation of religious life according to sacred calendars; religious 
cosmologies, and modern mystical cosmologies. Seminars will examine such 
topics as ancient Egyptian astral religion, Gnostic cosmology, theosophy, and the 
relationship between Christianity and astrology.This module also explores beliefs 
about the cosmos which are prevalent in contemporary pagan and New Age 
thought. After an introduction to New Age’s historical antecedents in Gnosticism 
and Theosophy, we shall look at leading New Age thinkers, including H.P. 
Blavatsky, Rudolf Steiner and Alice Bailey, and influential pagans from Gerald 
Gardner to Starhawk. We shall consider whether New Age is a modern form of 
millennialism, how it can be distinguished from contemporary paganism, and 
whether astrology is a New Age discipline. 

Astral Religion weekly seminars 

Week 1: Religion and Secularisation, Astral Religion and Astrology 
The question, ‘what is astrology?’ is dealt with in the Introduction module. This 
week introduces the Astral Religion module by asking the question, ‘what is 
religion?’ The purpose of this week is to get you thinking about a word which we 
often take for granted but is actually very complex and difficult to define. We also 
aim to get a critical understanding of the concepts of ‘secularisation’ and 
‘privatisation’, which refer to arguments about the supposed decline of religion, 
and the shift from public church attendance to private spirituality. We will also 
refer to claims that astrology is – or isn’t – a religion 
 
Week 2: Babylon, Egypt and Hermeticism 
This week we focus on the astral religion of the ancient Near East: (1) 
Mesopotamia (2) the astral theology (‘cosmotheism’) of Pharaonic Egypt and (2) 
the Hermetic teachings. In the historical, written record, Egypt is the home of the 
idea of the transcendent soul which travels to the sky. It therefore exerted a 
profound effect on the religious cosmologies of Hellenistic Egypt, Christianity, 
Islam and Jewish traditions such as Kabbalah. Egyptian astral religion is 
therefore both of interest in itself and in term s of its influence on later religious 
traditions. We also touch in Mesopotamian astral religion this week. The ancient 
Near Eastern cosmos was alive and populated by invisible deities who 
manifested in visible form mainly as birds or animals - or as stars. Therefore a 
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star or planet was not a god or goddess in itself, but was the visual form of a god 
or goddess. 
 
Week 3: Classical Religion 
This week we examine the classical theories of the soul and the soul’s descent 
from and ascent to, the stars, which  underpin much of Christian and Islamic 
religious cosmology as well as that of Judaism after the Temple period, i.e., after 
the first century CE. We also deal with the Mysteries of Mithras. Classical 
theories of the soul are central to much that we deal with in the MA. This week 
partly revises the similar material in the Introduction module and overlaps with 
material in the Sky and Psyche module. 
 
Week 4: Jewish Cosmology, and Islam 
The purpose this week is to gain a critical understanding of the astral 
components of Judaism and Islam. Judaism and Islam have their own traditions 
but also share significant currents,  not least because Islam has a high respect 
for the texts and practices of the Jewish scriptures. Both Judaism and Islam also 
draw heavily on Neo-Platonism, which feeds into the more contemplative 
components of each religion, such as Kabbalah (Judaism) and Sufism (Islam).  
 
Week 5: Christianity 
This week focuses on the complex and sometimes contradictory Christian 
reactions to astrology, including the acceptance of astral omens as a prediction 
of the apocalypse, the Star of Bethlehem, initial rejections of astrology as 
demonic and later acceptance of it as natural philosophy. We will also look at 
Gnostic currents, which were removed from the mainstream by Catholicism. 
Even though, like other weeks in this module, we are dealing with ancient 
material, this does not mean we are dealing with a historical phenomenon. All 
this material is current and exists in the present.  
 
Week 6: India 
Guest tutor: Ronnie Gale Dreyer 
The purpose of this week’s class is to gain an understanding of the status of 
astrology in modern practice and in the context of religious thought. We take our 
cue from the central importance of astrology in Hindu and Buddhist cosmology 
and culture, and deal with such issues as ritual and the ‘remedial’ uses of 
astrology – to provide remedies for difficulties and problems. 
 
Week 7: World Cosmologies 
The purpose of this week is to develop an awareness of cosmologies and 
astrologies from a range of cultures outside the main Euro-Asian civilizations, 
including Australia, sub-Saharan Africa and Polynesia. Such cosmologies, often 
known as ‘indigenous’, are under-represented in the academic literature and the 
sources, being oral in origin have often been lost or distorted when written. 
However, we will introduce what is available. 
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Week 8: Theosophy, New Age, Paganism and Astrology  
This week’s purpose is to gain a critical understanding of three inter-locking 
manifestations of modern ‘alternative spirituality’ or ‘new religion’; Theosophy, 
New Age and Paganism. Paganism and New Age are linked as cultural 
phenomena but, as ideologies, tend to have certain distinct features: it is often 
said that paganism is more concerned with the soul of nature, New Age (like 
Theosophy) with the transcendent soul. Individual pagans use astrology, but 
theosophists and New Agers have developed particular forms of it. And Pagan  
and New Age ideas contain considerable degrees of diversity but also overlap, 
sharing a lineage in the western Neoplatonic and magical traditions.  

Required Books (these books should be purchased or borrowed for the 
module):  
Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions, New York: 
New York University Press, 2012. 
Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West: 
Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement (Abingdon: Ashgate, 2012). 
 
Recommended Books: 
W. Braun W and R. McCutcheon (eds) Guide to the Study of Religion (London: 
Cassell, 1999),  
James Thrower, Religion: The Classical Theories (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press, 1999),  
Plato, Timaeus,  trans. R.G.Bury (Cambridge Mass., London: Harvard University 
Press 1931),  
Hans Jonas, The Gnostic Religion: The Message of the Alien God and the 
Beginnings of Christianity (2nd ed., Boston: Beacon Press 1963),  
Alan Scott, Origen and the Life of the Stars; A History of an Idea (Oxford 
University Press), 1994);  
WouterHanegraaff, New Age Religion and Western Culture (Leiden, New York: 
E.J. Brill 1996),  
Michael York, The Emerging Network: A Sociology of the New Age and Neo-
pagan Movements (Lanham, MD: Rowman& Littlefield, 1995). 
 

Assessment for 2012-13 (this may be amended in 2013-14) 

 1.Write a 2000 word critical review of the Introduction (pp. xi-xvi) to Cumont, 
Franz, Astrology Among the Greeks and Romans, New York: Dover Publications 
1960 [1911]. 

2. Write a 3000 word essay on one of the following topics: 

 
1. A key problem of Christian cosmology is the soul's relationship with the 

stars? Discuss 
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2. Plato said that astronomy led to knowledge of the gods. Consider the 
consequences of this statement. 

 
3. In what sense are astrology’s origins religious? 

 
4. Were Indian concepts of the soul’s journey or quest comparable to those 

in the West? 
 

5. It has been argued that Hindu and Buddhist cosmology may share 
common origins with Platonic thought. Does the evidence of their 
teachings support this case? 

 
6. Were Jewish attitudes to astrology more or less sympathetic than 

Christian ones? Explain your answer by reference to competing theories 
of the cosmos. 

 
7. How important was Egyptian cosmotheism for later astral religion? 

 
8. Compare and contrast three key examples of astral-religions, considering 

whether their similarities are more significant than their differences. 
 

9. Is astrology a New Age religion? 
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Heavenly Discourses (Optional) 
 
The sky – the celestial canopy – is always above us. We look up to the sky to 
seek divine guidance and we shelter from it when it threatens us. As such, in 
almost every human culture the sky and the movements of the heavenly bodies 
function as a context for human, mythic and mystical encounters. The 
movements of the heavenly bodies shape our experience and give form to our 
thoughts and aspirations. This module explores the ongoing human engagement 
with the sky, its cultural implications and the way it was, and is still, witnessed 
and described through the use of zodiacs, astrolabes, maps, poetry, and the 
visual arts. We will look at myths, literature, architecture, stained glass, and 
paintings, and students will be expected to observe the skies at dawn, dusk, and 
mid-evening, the cycles of the moon, and the rising and setting of stars. Students 
will be able to keep a reflexive journal of their observations of the sky.  

Recommended Books:  
John D. Barrow, The Artful Universe, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995;  
David Bell and Martin Parker, Space Travel and Culture: From Apollo to Space 
Tourism, Oxford: Blackwell, 2009;  
Denis Cosgrove, Apollo's Eye: A Cartographic Genealogy of the Earth in the 
Western Imagination, Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press 2001; Norman 
Davidson, Astronomy and the Imagination. London, Boston, Melbourne; Henley: 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1985;  
Evelyn Edson and E. Savage-Smith, Medieval Views of the Cosmos: Picturing 
the Universe in the Christian and Islamic Middle Ages, Oxford: Bodleian Library 
2004;  
Jules Cashford,The Moon: Myth and Image. London: Cassell Illustrated, 2003; 
Von Del Chamberlain, When Stars Came Down to Earth : Cosmology of the Skidi 
Pawnee Indians of North America, Ballena Press Anthropological Papers ; No. 
26; Los Altos, CA: Ballena Press, 1982. 

 

Assessment for 2012-13 (this may be amended in 2013-14) 

1.Write  2000 word essay comparing and contrasting the expression or 
representation of the sky in two works of film, music, art, architecture, celestial 
cartography or literature in their expression or representation of the sky. 
 
2.Write a 3000 word essay based on a ‘Sky Journal’, recording your observations of 
the sky over a set period of time, along with reflections and academic commentary 
on your observations. Full guidance will be gven 
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Sacred Geography (Optional) 
 

This module explores the nature of sacred space.The identification of landscape 
as sacred, or the construction of buildings endowed with religious or cosmic 
symbolism or power is a feature of human attempts to live in harmony with the 
universe. This module will examine the notion that the numinous power of the 
heavens is made manifest in the physical environment, interpreted in a broad 
sense to include sacred geography, space, topography, landscapes and religious 
cosmologies. The theme implies consideration of features such as the history, 
character, architecture and design of particular sacred sites and the contested 
designation of sites and spaces as sacred, tabooed or reserved. We will consider 
the mythical, doctrinal, social and ritual dimensions of sacred geography as well 
as the ambiguous character of sacred spaces and sites the role played by sacred 
space in the development and demarcation of socio-religious identities in global, 
national and local contexts. We will draw on the work of major theorists in the 
field, such as MirceaEliade, Ernst Cassirer and Christopher Tilley, and allowing 
room for personal fieldwork.  

Recommended Books: 
Barbara Bender: Landscape: Politics and Perspectives, (Oxford: Berg, 1993), 
MirceaEliade, The Sacred and the Profane (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1959), 
James A. Swan, The Power of Place: Sacred Ground in Natural and Human 
Environments (Bath: Gateway, 1993),  
Christopher Tilley, A Phenomenology of Landscape (Oxford: Berg 1994),  
Bob Trubshaw, Sacred Places: Prehistory and Popular Imagination (Wymeswold: 
Heart of Albion Press 2005). 

Assessment for 2012-13 (this may be amended in 2013-14) 

1.Write a 1500 word essay discussing the key theories of the nature of sacred 
space. Full guidance will be given. 

2. Write a 1500 word report on a research topic considering whether sacred 
space is a human construct, with reference to the work of at least three theorists. 
Your research may focus on any culture or be cross-cultural, or investigate any 
time period, historical or contemporary. 
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Skyscapes, Cosmology and Archaeology (formerly Archaeoastronomy) 
(Optional) 
Archaeoastronomy is the study of astronomy in material culture. Usually it deals 
with the incorporation of celestial orientation, alignments or symbolism in human 
monuments and architecture. This module investigates the development of the 
discipline and its technical procedures. It will examine astronomical claims and 
theories from the early seventeenth century and from the early surveys of 
Stonehenge by Inigo Jones, John Aubrey and William Stukeley, through the 
ideas of Alexander Thom and Gerald Hawkins in the late twentieth century, to the 
present day. The module examine current archaeoastronomical research in 
areas such as Machu Picchu (Peru), Nabta Playa (Egypt), Chaco Canyon and 
Mesa Verde (USA) and India The module will raise such questions as the 
evaluation of evidence, the difference between astronomical and archaeological 
methodologies, and the value of cultural and ethnographic evidence. For their 
final essay students should have a choice of a literary project, for example, 
examining the controversies concerning the nature of archaeastronomical claims, 
analysing and evaluating a modern research project in archaeoastronomy, or 
conducting fieldwork and writing a report on a particular site. 

Required Books (these books should be purchased or borrowed for the 
module):  
Aveni, Anthony (ed.), Foundations of New World Cultural Astronomy, Boulder: 
University Press of Colorado, 2008. 
Malville, J.McKim, Guide to  Prehistoric Astronomy in the Southwest, Boulder: 
Johnson Books, 2008. 
Ruggles, Clive, Astronomy in Prehistoric Britain and Ireland, New Haven and 
London: Yale University Press, 1999. 

 
Recommended Books 
Aveni, Anthony, Skywatchers of Ancient Mexico, University of Texas Press, 
2001; Blomberg, Mary, Peter E. Blomberg and GöranHenriksson, Calendars, 
Symbols, and Orientations: Legacies of Astronomy in Culture, Proceedings of the 
9th annual meeting of the European Society for Astronomy in Culture (SEAC), 
The Old Observatory, Stockholm, 27-30 August 2001, Stockholm: Uppsala 
Astronomical Observatory Report no 59, 2003; Cunliffe, Barry and Colin Renfrew 
(eds.) Science and Stonehenge, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997; Heggie, 
D.C. (ed.) Archaeoastronomy in the Old World, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press 1982; MacKie, Euan, Science and Society in Prehistoric Britain, 
London, Paul and Elek, 1977; Ruggles, Clive and Nicholas Saunders, 
Astronomies and Cultures, Niwot, Colorado: University Press of Colorado 1993; 
Fountain, John W., and Rolf M. Sinclair (eds.), Current Studies in 
Archaeoastronomy: Conversations Across Time and Space, Durham NC; 
Carolina Academic Press, 2005.Tostwick, Todd and Bryan Bates, Viewing the 
Sky through Past and Present Cultures, Pueblo Grande Museum, 2006. 
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Assessment for 2012-13 (this may be amended in 2013-14) 

 Assessment 1. 
 Write a 1500 word critical review of the recent debate over the interpretation of 

Chankillo, Peru, between IvánGhezzi, Clive Ruggles and Kim Malville. You 
should read the guidelines on writing critical reviews on the MACAA General 
Information page. You should critically evaluate the writers’ arguments and views 
and should refer to other literature in the field (five or more works, as a guide). 

 
 Assessment 2. 

Write a 3500 word essay based on a research project using one of the following 
approaches: 
 
• Take a literary or ethnographic approach by analysing debates in the theory or 
history of the discipline, in respect of general issues or particular examples, or 
modern attitudes to or uses of, sites with archaeoastronomical significance. 
 
• Select two regions of the world where archaeoastronomy has been 
investigated, e.g. India, Egypt, Great Britain, Mesoamerica, Peru, and American 
Southwest. Compare and contrast cultural differences that led to different or 
similar expressions of archaeoastronomy; contrast also the different styles of 
research by archaeoastronomers. 
 
• Conduct a simple fieldwork exercise, investigating the likelihood of celestial 
alignments at prehistoric or sacred site(s). We can suggest places and projects, 
depending upon where in the world you live or would like to travel. Separate 
guidance will be posted. If you choose this approach, you will have to provide a 
literary justification and context. 
 
• Take an experimental approach and, using simple tools and materials, put to 
test one archaeoastronomical theory regarding how a given culture measured, 
observed, marked and/or experienced a particular astronomical event. We can 
suggest projects, depending on the resources available to you. Separate 
guidance will be posted. If you choose this approach, you will have to provide a 
literary justification and contextualize your methodology within the field of 
experimental archaeology. 
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Dissertation 
 
Finally you will write a 20,000 word dissertation based on independent research 
within the subject area. You may examine any area of the history or modern 
culture of astrology, explore the myths, images and iconography of astronomy, or 
investigate the relationship between culture and cosmology. You may look at the 
past or present, the west, or non-western cultures. The scope is wide! 
 
First of all you will work out a research proposal containing an academic rationale 
(how does it fit into previous scholarship?), describing a rough plan, and setting 
outthemajor primary sources (original documents) and secondary sources 
(scholarly works) which you plan to use. You will receive advice while you are 
doing this and, once you have a workable project, you will be assigned a 
supervisor with whom you can keep in touch by Skype and email.  
 
We also run video-conferencing seminars, usuallyaround every six weeks, at 
which staff give short presentations and students have a chance to give upates 
on their work. 
 
When you have successfully completed your Dissertation you will be awarded 
the MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology. 
 

Recent and current dissertation topics include: 
 

 Jung & the Birth of Psychological Astrology 
 Astrology in the Greek Magical Papyri 
 To what extent is 20th-century German astrology psychological?  
 Archaeoastronomy and the Stone-age Maltese temples at Mnajdra 
 Omar Khayyam and Astrology 
 The modern appeal of the stone circle at Stanton Drew 
 The influence of Marsilio Ficino on western astrology 
 An investigation into the relationship between the feminine divine and the 

New Age 
 Celestial alignments in the Neolithic mounds in the Cotswold Region 
 Astrology in Sufi doctrines 
 Dante’s Divine Comedy as a true cosmological journey. An esoteric, 

anagogical, transpersonal interpretation 
 Has the cosmology of the post-Jungian psychologist James Hillman 

influenced the contemporary practice of astrology? 
 Zoroastrian cosmology, the Jupiter-Saturn cycle and its implementation in 

modern astrology 
 Japanese astrology (Yin-Yang study) and empirical science 
 An investigation into astrologers’ beliefs concerning the relationship 

between astrology and spiritual/moral concepts 
 An examination of theories of light in relation to the practice of astrology 
 Heaven in the early history of Western religions 
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 A Comparative Study of the Divination with I Ching in China during the 
Han Period and the Divination with Astrology in Rome during the 
Hellenistic Period 

 
 
Masters in Research (MRes) in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology 

http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/mres-cultural-astronomy-astrology/ 
 
For the M Res you take three modules from the MA and write a 30,000 word 
dissertation. 
 
Entry Criteria 

Bearing in mind that the MRes is obtained primarily by research applicants 
should already have both a knowledge of the subject area and research skills at 
postgraduate level. Applicants without such a background should apply for the 
MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology. 
 
Initial inquiries should be directed to the Programme Director, Dr Nicholas 
Campion (n.campion@tsd.ac.uk). Please let us know your background, including 
any academic qualifications. 
 
We have two intakes a year, in October and February.  
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PUBLICATION 
 
We encourage and support publication of the best student work.  

In 2013 Students on the MA launched Spica, an on-line,  postgraduate journal on 
cosmology and culture. The journal is peer-reviewed and entirely produced and edited 
by students. The first issue (March 2013) consists of material provided by TSD students, 
but students at other institutions are encouraged to submit. 
http://www.astronomy-and-culture.org/journal/ 

Work which has been published in other journals includes 
Bernadette Brady, 'Four Galilean Horoscopes: An Analysis of Galileo's Astrological 
Techniques', Galileo's Astrology,special issue of Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 7 no 1, 
Spring/Summer 2003, pp. 113-144. 
 
Bernadette Brady, ‘Chartres Cathedral and the Role of the Sun in the Cathedral’s 
Christian Platonist Theology’, Sky and Psyche: The Relationship between Cosmos and 
Consciousness Papers from the Sophia Centre conferences on The Alchemical Sky and 
Sky and Psyche, 2005, Floris Books, Edinburgh, pp. 123-140, pp. 59-76. 
 
James Brockbank, ‘An Evaluation of ‘The Effect of Horoscopes on Women’s 
Relationships’ and a new Awareness of Astrology Questionnaire’, Correlation. Vol. 22(2), 
pp. 33-52. 
 
John Cox and Tore Lomsdalen, ‘Prehistoric Cosmology: Observations of Moonrise and 
Sunrise from Ancient Temples in Malta and Gozo’, Journal of Cosmology, Vol. 9 (2010), 
pp. 2217–31.http://journalofcosmology.com/AncientAstronomy114.html 
 
Bernard Eccles, 'Astrological physiognomy from Ptolemy to the present day', Culture and 
Cosmos Vol. 7 no 2, Autumn/Winter 2003, pp. 15-36. 
 
Cherry Gilchrist, ‘The Russian Spirit of Place’, in Nicholas Campion and Patrick Curry 
(eds.), Sky and Psyche: The Relationship between Cosmos and Consciousness: Papers 
from the Sophia Centre conferences on The Alchemical Sky and Sky and Psyche, 2005, 
Floris Books, Edinburgh, pp. 123-140. 
 
Liz Greene, ‘The Influence of Orphic Beliefs on the Development of Hellenistic 
Astrology’, Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 9 no 1, Autumn/Winter 2005, pp. 21-44. 
 
Liz Greene, ‘Is Astrology a Divinatory System?’, Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 12 no 1, 
Spring/Summer 2008, pp. 3-29. 
 
TayraLanuza-Navarro, ‘An Astrological Disc from the Sixteenth Century’, Culture And 
Cosmos, Vol. 9 no 2, Autumn 2005 pp. 63-67. 
 
Fabio Silva, ‘Cosmology and the Neolithic. A New Survey of Neolithic Dolmens in 
Central Portugal’, Journal of Cosmology, Vol. 9 (2010), pp. 2194–
2206.http://journalofcosmology.com/AncientAstronomy109.html 
 
Petra Stapp, ‘An investigation into the perceptions of police control room staff of the 
influence of the full moon’, Correlation, Vol. 24(1) 2006, pp. 41–66. 
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APPLYING TO THE MA IN CULTURAL ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY 

Normally we expect a good BA in a relevant subject in the humanities or social 
sciences (such as history, sociology, anthropology, literature, classics or religious 
studies).  
 
If you have a good undergraduate degree in a non-relevant subject 
Recognising that the subject area is interdisciplinary and there are no 
undergraduate courses in CAA, we can admit graduates with other degrees, but 
we may recommend you apply for a Postgraduate Diploma (the six taught 
modules), following which you may progress to write a Dissertation and complete 
the MA. We may ask to see a sample of previous academic writing. 
 
If you do not have previous academic experience 
The University is committed to widening access and admitting ‘non-traditional’ 
students. We may therefore consider applicants without degrees on the basis of 
prior experience and learning and would admit you initially for a Postgraduate 
Certificate (one compulsory module and two optional modules), following which 
you may progress to the rest of the MA. We may ask you to write a 3000 word 
academic essay to support your application. In these cases you should contact 
Dr Campion, n.campion@tsd.ac.uk the course director, before applying. 
 
What is my first step? 
Initial inquiries should be directed to the course director, Dr Nick Campion 
(n.campion@tsd.ac.uk). Please let us know your background, including any 
academic qualifications. 
 
When Should I Apply? 
At present we take new students in February and October. Ideally you should 
apply by 30 August for an October start and 30 December for a January start. 
The applications procedure within the university involves several stages and we 
need time to complete these. If you apply after these dates you may be 
accepted, but we cannot guarantee that your application will be considered. 
 
Are there any residency requirements? Do I have to come to the UK? 
No. All course material is on-line and there is no need to come to the UK. 
Students study from home. 
 
How to apply 
You can apply on line using a word version of an application form via  
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/apply/postgraduate/ 
You should use the route for applying for a course in Carmarthen or Lampeter 
 
You can apply online at 
http://www.tsd.ac.uk/en/apply/ 
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You should let Dr Campion know when you apply. 
 

Note that the MA you are studying is the MA Cultural Astronomy and Astrology, 
and the department is Sophia Centre/School of AHA.  
 
We have two intakes a year, in October and February.  

Language requirements 
All students must meet the minimum English language requirements of the 
University of Wales Lampeter. Applicants whose first language is not English 
must have an IELTS score of 6.5 or its equivalent. Students who do not reach 
this level will be required to undertake further English as a Foreign Language 
study prior to commencing the course. Those students for whom English is a 
second language and whose BA or MA degree is from an English-language 
university will not be required to produce an IELTS certificate.  

References 
The application form asks you to give the names of two referees who can testify 
to your suitability for the MA and fitness to study.However, you only need to 
provide one. If you cannot obtain academic references, professional ones are 
acceptable.  
 
Is there any preparatory reading I should do before starting the course? 
There is no required preparatory reading. However, if you wish to prepare 
yourself for the course, we would strongly advise you to read the following: 

 Campion, Nicholas, A History of Western Astrology Vol 1 (The Ancient 
World, London: Continuum 2008) and Vol 2 (The Medieval and Modern 
Worlds, London: Continuum 2009) (NB Vol 1 was originally published 
as The Dawn of Astrology: A Cultural History of Western Astrology, Vol. 1, 
in 2008). 

 Campion, Nicholas, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions, 
New York: New York University Press., 2012. 

 Phillipson, Garry, Astrology in the Year Zero, London: Flare Publications, 
2000. 

 Willis, Roy and Patrick Curry, Astrology, Science and Culture: Pulling 
Down the Moon, Oxford: Berg, 2004. 

 
There are some required books or recommended books for specific modules. 
 
Can I transfer credit from other courses to the MA CAA? 
You may be able to transfer credits from other accredited postgraduate courses. 
Every case will be different. 
 
How much are credits at a UK University worth in other systems? 
180credits at a UK University correspond to 90 credits in the ECTS European 
Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)** and 1 ECTS correspond to 
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0.5 US credit which means that a UK MA will give 45 credits. A MA in NY State is 
30 credits.   
**http://www.mastersportal.eu/articles/388/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-
european-credit-system-ects.html 
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FEES 2014-15 
 

You will find details of tuition fees at  
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/finance/tuition-fees/ 

 
Please note that all figures are subject to an annual increase for inflation. 
The following rules are out latest information from the Finance Office 
 
The fees for the whole MA for UK/EU students are £3750, or £416.66 per 20 
credit module.  
 
The fees for the whole MA for International students are £10,000, or £1111.11 
per 20 credit module.  
 
One credit is therefore £55.55 for international students, although in practice you 
would never normally pay for individual credits. 
 
Sometimes applicants apply for the MA and then find they have no funding. It is 
easier to sort out funding issues before applying. 
 
Postgraduate Certificate and Postgraduate Diploma 
Students taking the Certificate pay for three modules, students taking the 
Diploma pay for six. Please note that payment is per module. Therefore you pay 
for three modules if taking the PGCert and six modules if taking the PGDip. If you 
upgrade from PGCert to PGDip or PGDip to MA you have already paid for the 
modules you have taken. 
 
Payment plans for UK and EU students 
Please note that all figures are subject to an annual increase for inflation. 
As 201314 fees are £3750 then: 
 
If you pay for the whole MA over one year = £3750 payable in 3 installments, 
usually of 34% at registration, 33% at the beginning of term 2 and 33% at the 
beginning of term 3. 
 
If you pay for the whole MA over three years = £1250.00 per year, not taking into 
account an annual increase for inflation. 
 
Please note that if the sum due is £250 or less for the year, payment must be 
made in one installment, and if between £251 and £1000, payment should be 
made in two installments. If you are in receipt of a scholarship and making 
payments over 3 years, you may therefore be expected to make the entire year’s 
payment in one installment at the beginning of the year.  
 
The above figures will be confirmed by the Finance Office when you pay. 
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Payment plans for International Students 
Please note that all figures are subject to an annual increase for inflation. 
 
As 2013-14 fees for the MA are £10,000 then: 
 
If you pay for the whole MA over one year = £10.000 payable in 2 installments of 
50% at registration and 50% at the beginning of term 2. 
 
If you pay for the whole MA over two years = £5,000 per year payable over 2 
years (usually in 2 installments of 50% at registration and 50% at the beginning 
of term 2 in each year) 
 
If you pay for the whole MA over three years = £1666.66 per year payable over 3 
years (in 2 installments of 50% at registration and 50% at the beginning of term 2 
in each year) 
 
The cost per credit at 2012-13 rates is therefore £55.55. 
The MA consists of 180 credits. 
 
Please note that payments under £3000 per year should be paid in one 
installment. If you are in receipt of a scholarship and making payments over 3 
years, you may therefore be expected to make the entire year’s payment in one 
installment at the beginning of the year.  
The above figures will be confirmed by the Finance Office when you pay 
 
Is government finance available for UK students? 
No. The only postgraduate course the UK government funds is the Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education (PGCE) 
 
AHRC funding in the UK 
The AHRC does not fund individual students. 
 
Are Federal loans available for US and Canadian students? 
PLEASE NOTE: No loans are available for distance learning programmes 
for students from the USA This is contrary to the advice given on the FAFSA 
website, http://www.fafsa.ed.gov, and by FAFSA advisers. However, neither the 
FAFSA website, nor FAFSA advisers, have the up-to-date information. 
 
Why are students outside the European Union charged more? 
This is standard. Most countries charge students who are not domestic tax-
payers more for university courses.  
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Are there any other costs? 
There are no formal costs. However, to participate in on-line classes will require 
a web-cam – about ten pounds sterling or ten US dollars. Some students will 
wish to purchase extra books (some are required), even though most course 
materials will be on-line. 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS:  
The University offers a limited number of Scholarships for financial need. A new 
package of scholarships and bursaries for the transformed University in 2014/15 
is currently being prepared. 
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/student-services/financial-support/ 
 
Does the University offer student loans? 
No – unlike the USA, universities in rthe UK do not offer student loans. 
 
The Nicky Smuts Scholarship for International Students.  
This is a privately awarded scholarship of £1000 given annually to a student who 
is paying International fees and has successfully completed two modules. 
Information is available to current students. 
 
Sophia Centre Scholarships 
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/sophia/scholarships/ 
UK/EU students: we have a limited number of 25% scholarships, available for 
financial need. 
International students: we have a limited number of 30% scholarships, available 
for financial need. 
If you apply for a scholarship we expect you to make a commitment to 
completing the modules for which you have received a scholarship, barring 
unforeseen circumstances. 
Please note that all Sophia Centre scholarships are awarded for one academic 
year. Any application for a renewal will be based on satisfactory academic 
performance. 
All scholarships are available for all students engaged on the course, whether for 
the MA, Diploma or Certificate. 
dependent on successful admission to the course. 
 
Are there any other funding possibilities? 
There are none that are not advertised. 
 
Can I work as a Teaching Assistant or Graduate Assistant? 
No, as you would be grading work of your fellow students. 
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AFTER GRADUATION 
 
We encourage all students to stay in touch after graduating. Most of our students 
take the MA as an end in itself because they love the subject. Some go on to 
study for PhDs, either with us, or at other universities. These are some of the 
questions we commonly get asked: 
 
Can I transfer credit for MA CAA modules to another university? 
The simple answer is yes, although it depends on comparability of study and is at 
the discretion of the university in question. It is worth noting that under European 
Credit Transfer System (ECTS), UK credit is cut to half, so 20 UK credits are 
worth 10 European credits. Further information on UK-EU credit transfer, should 
be available via http://www.qaa.ac.uk 
 
Credit transfer outside Europe is possible. If you are considering transferring 
credits outside the EU, you should make inquiries at the relevant university first. 
If you wish to investigate the transfer of non-UK credit to the UK, information is 
available via NARIC (http://www.naric.org.uk/). 
 
In one recent case the Universidad NacionalAutonoma de Mexico (UNAM) 
accepted MA CAA credit towards a student taking one of its MAs. Acceptance of 
CAA credit by other universities will usually depend on individual circumstances.  
 
Does having the MA help my professional prospects? 
The relationship between all academic work and non-academic employment is 
always based on potential employers’ appreciation of the generic skills acquired 
in MA study. Typically, these include critical thinking, communication skills, time-
management and the ability to take on and complete independent projects. The 
latter quality is particular prized by many employers. 
 
Academically, the recognised subject areas which comprise the MA are history, 
anthropology, sociology and the study of religions (which itself is highly 
influenced by the latter two). As of June 2008, of the 42 graduates from the 
Sophia Centre at Bath Spa University (2004-8), ten have been accepted as PhD 
students, of whom two are also teaching at their universities. Several others are 
engaged in academic study and considering PhD applications. One graduate is 
teaching at undergraduate level while another, a school teacher, was awarded a 
promotion and pay rise on her graduation. 
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SOPHIA CENTRE PRESS 
http://www.sophiacentrepress.com 

 
 

The Sophia Centre Press publishes academic work in the history and culture of 
astronomy and astrology 

 
Already published 
 
Nicholas Campion,Cosmologies: Proceedings of the seventh Sophia Centre 
Conference, (Lampeter: Sophia Centre Press, 2010). 

 
Nicholas Campion and Liz Greene (eds), Astrologies: Proceedings of the 2010 
Sophia Centre Conference 
 
Liz Greene, Magi and Maggidim: The Kabbalah in British Occultism 1860-1940,  
 
Nicholas Campion and Liz Greene (eds), Sky and Symbol: Proceedings of the 
2011 Sophia Centre Conference 
 
Coming Soon 
 
Luis Rodolfo Vilhena, The World of Astrology: An Anthropological Study 
(translation by Graham Douglas of the Portuguese edition of O Mundo da 
Astrologia: EstudoAntropologico, 1990).  
 
Martin Wells, The Messianic Star: A Critical Examination of Matthew 2 in the 
Light of Astronomical and Astrological Interpretations of the Star of Bethlehem.  
 
Nicholas Campion and Rolf Sinclair (eds), The proceedings of the Seventh 
Conference on the Inspiration of Astronomical Phenomena 2010 
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CULTURE AND COSMOS 
The Journal of the History of Astrology and Cultural Astronomy 

 
http://www.cultureandcosmos.org/ 

 
Culture and Cosmos is the journal of the history of astrology and cultural 
astronomy 
 
Recent issues include: 
 
Liz Greene   Did Orphic Beliefs Influence the Development of Hellenistic 
Astrology?;  
 
TayraLanuza-Navarro   An Astrological Disc from the Sixteenth Century;  
 
Lilla Russell-Smith Stars and Planets in Chinese and Central Asian Buddhist 
Art from the Ninth to the Fifteenth Centuries;  
 
TsudaTetsueiThe Images of Stars and Their Significance in Japanese Esoteric 
Buddhist Art;  
 
Micah RossA Survey of Demotic Astrological Texts;  
 
Robert Hand Signs as Houses (Places) in Ancient Astrology;  
 
Dorian GieselerGreenbaumCalculating the Lots of Fortune and Daemon in 
Hellenistic Astrology;  
 
James MaffieWatching the Heavens with a ‘Rooted Heart’: The Mystical Basis of 
Aztec Astronomy 
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Sophia Centre Academic Staff 
 

All our Staff are experts in their fields. 
All either have PhDs or are doctoral students in the subject area 

 
Crystal Addey PhD,  

Laura Andrikopoulos MA, 
Alie Bird PhD, 

Bernadette Brady PhD, 
Nick Campion PhD (Course Director), 

Frances Clynes MA, 
Patrick Curry PhD, 

Dorian Greenbaum PhD, 
DarrelynGunzburg BA, 

Kim Malville PhD,  
Garry Phillipson BA, 

Fabio Silva PhD, 
Anthony Thorley PhD, 
Amy Whitehead PhD. 

 
We are also assisted by other members of staff at the University 

 
Contact Us 

For all inquiries e mail Nick Campion, n.campion@tsd.ac.uk 
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The MA in CULTURAL ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY 

As a student on the MA CAA you will: 
 Study for an accredited and internationally recognised Master’s degree. 
 Be part of one of the UK’s most prestigious universities. 
 Have the chance to work from home with no requirement to visit the UK. 
 Have access to thousands of on-line academic papers and books. 
 Be part of an international community of like-minded students. 
 Study with expert tutors who all have, or are working for, PhDs in the 

subject area. 
 Engage with debates concerning the nature and cultural role of astrology, 

cosmology and  astronomy 
 Choose from a range of optional modules: Sacred Geography, 

Archaeoastronomy, Astral Religion, Heavenly Discourses, Sky and 
Psyche, and Cosmology, Magic and Divination. 

 Engage with concepts such as magic, divination, myth and enchantment, 
as well as sacred space and the role of the soul in the stars, and our 
relationship with the sky. 

 Acquire contemporary data which will contribute to scholarly 
understanding of our place in the cosmos. 

 Have a chance to pursue your own independent research under expert ---
supervision. 

 
As a successful student you will have: 

 Gained an understanding of the role of astronomy, astrology and 
cosmology in society, through history and in a range of cultures. 

 Acquired skills in qualitative research. 
 Developed skills in critical thinking and the ability to develop evidence-

based arguments in the subject area. 
 Obtained a qualification which stands as a world-wide mark of quality. 
 Learned how to communicate with academics in different disciplines. 
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OUR GRADUATES INCLUDE 

 
Laura Andrikopoulos 

 
Bernadette Brady 

 
Frances Clynes 

 
Faye Cossar 

 
Darby Costello 

 
Cat Cox 

 
Bernard Eccles 

 
Liz Greene 

 
Sue Farebrother 

 
Judy Hall 

 
Sharon Knight 

 
Kim Farnell 
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The Sophia Centre for the Study of Cosmology in Culture 

 
‘A unique learning experience’ 

 
 
 

The scope of the MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology is as broad as possible 
and the syllabus is ground-breaking, unique and innovative. We study the many 
ways in which human beings have used the sky as a theatrical backdrop to tell 
stories and create meaning.  

Dr Nick Campion, Course Director. 
 

 

 
 

Graduation 2011: Nick Campion and Laura Andrikopoulos with the Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
Medwyn Hughes 

 
 

http://www.trinitysaintdavid.ac.uk/en/sophia/ 
 


