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Workshop Title: Vibrant Materialisms in the Ancient Near East 
New Materialisms is a theoretical position currently taking root in contemporary archaeological theory, simply 
put, New Materialists acknowledge ‘thing power’ (Bennett 2010: 20) and attempt to place ‘things in the 
centre’ (Witmore 2014: 206). In such readings plaster walls are not regarded as ‘mere vehicles’ (Witmore 
2014: 203) for understanding past cultures, nor are they simply seen as “a derivative of some monopolizing 
agency or ontologically priviledged entity” (2014: 204) Instead, the emphasis is placed on things themselves 
being participants and not ‘mere intermediaries’ (Witmore 2014: 204-205). This workshop is looking to explore 
vibrant contemporary theoretical stances from a practical position, and asks how are these innovative 
theoretical positions and methodologies being applied to the archaeological dataset found in the Ancient Near 
East today. 
 
Abstracts are particularly welcome from those working in Cognitive Archaeology, Symmetrical Archaeology, 
New Materialisms, Material Agency, and Assemblage Theory. This workshop also seeks papers from individuals 
who question - even reject - the value of such theoretical positions. In the spirit of ‘lively matter’ (Bennett 
2010: 111) it is hoped that the workshop will lead to provocative, inspiring and informed discussions, with the 
intention of recognising the value of contemporary theory through the careful analysis of both practical and 
theoretical application in the Ancient Near East. 
 
This workshop will comprise a series of papers, with space for questions directly after each paper, and a round-
table discussion at the end of the day. The presentations should not exceed 20 minutes. Please submit a 
provisional title, plus an abstract of no more than 500 words, together with your name, academic affiliation, 
and contact details by the submission deadline of 31st October 2015 to e.a.govier@gmail.com 
Prospective speakers will be notified of the decision by 10th November. For further enquiries, please contact 
Eloise Govier at e.a.govier@gmail.com 
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